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IMMEDIATELY

INSTITUTE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
FOR WILDERNESS STUDIES
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MISSOULA-If you would like to spend your summer exploring and researching a Montana
wilderness area or wild river, the Wilderness Institute at the UM School of Forestry
is the place for you.
This is a chance to become familiar with the beauty of Montana's wild country,
develop research skills and contribute needed information on current resource
issues.
The organization is looking for volunteers for this year's Summer Field Studies
Program.

Volunteers are requested to complete a "personal profile," which assists

Institute staff in designing the training programs to meet each participant's needs.
The forms, which should be completed by June 14, 1979, are available at the
Wilderness Institute, Forestry 207, University of Montana, Missoula

59812.

The Institute provides volunteers with transportation expenses, support for
field trips and supplies research equipment.

A limited number of work-study

positions are also available.
University and high school students and all members of the Missoula community
are encouraged to apply, according to Ken Wall, field study coordinator.

A desire

to experience Montana's wildlands and interest in resource issues are the only
qualifications necessary for participation in the program.
Participants undergo an extensive training program prior to spending 30 days
doing research in selected wildland areas.

Information collected during the studies

is compiled into published reports and distributed to Congressional leaders, land
managers, students and interested citizens.
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Wall said that Wilderness Institute study groups will spend the summer working
on four different projects related to wildland planning and land allocation.
"We're going to continue one study we began two years ago," Wall said, "a
recreation study of the lower Flathead River.

Last year the Institute study produced

the first reliable recreation data for that portion of the river between Kerr Dam
and Perma.

The river segment, still free-flowing and wild in character, is the

site for several dams proposed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers."
The Institute will also initiate three new studies in other areas of Montana.
Wall said these studies will focus on areas included in the Montana Wilderness Study
Act of 1977 (S. 393).

In late summer or early fall, the Forest Service will release

the results of their wilderness studies of these areas.

This will be the last sumner

for citizens to collect new information, review agency studies, and make
recommendations to Congress, who will decide the ultimate fate of these nine wild
areas.
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